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We seem to be upon the very verge
of war with Spain for the independence
of Cuba. Suppose we are immediately
successful in driving out the Spaniards;
what then ? There are two parties in

" Cuba, the revolutionists and the au¬

tonomists; which of the two has the ma¬

jority? The autonomists claim it, and
with a great deal of truth, for it has been
publicly acknowledged by the revolu¬
tionary party that they are obliged to

keep out of contact with their men the

representatives of the autonomists, lest
there should be a wholesale desertion
from their ranks. Co). Ruiz was killed,
because, of his own motion, he attempted
to enter the territory controlled by
them, as an advocate of peace. Now,
the American idea is that in a free

country the majority governs. Wouid
the revolutionists submit their claims
to rule to a fairly conducted public
election, in which men of ail parties
who are bona fide residents of Cuba
Ehould vote ? We think not ? If they
do not, and we intervene, tbey have al¬
ready declared their intention of fight¬
ing u3. and the strong probability is
that unless we join one party and aid
in the subjugation of the other, both
sides will turn upon us, and, like the
man who interfered with aiiother who
was boatiDg his wife, we shall have
great occasion to be -orry for our pre¬
cipitancy. If we don't intervene the
story of the Kilkenny cats will be re¬

peated and the situation will become
worse than it is now. On the contrary,
if Spain can be induced to agree to an

armistice, an arrangement could prob¬
ably te made by which the sense ol all
the people of Cuba would be taken as

to its future, and if a lar»e majority
voted for independence, as would be
almost certain to happen, the pride of

Spain would be much less wounded by-
granting it to her own people than at
the dictation of a foreign country.

FILIBUSTER outcries against the cen¬

sorship of the press by Spain have been
renewed because sensational dispatcher
calculated to fire the filibuster heart
are suppressed and made to accord
with facts before they are allowed to
be put on the wires. If the people
making these outcries only knew what
went on in their own country during
the war between the S:ates with refer¬
ence to press censorship they would be
amamed of themselves. Why, not

only were the Southern correspondents
of foreign neutral newspapers prohibit¬
ed from sending their letters and dis¬
patches through Northern mails, but
correspondents of such newspapers on

their way to the South wer6 prevented
from going through the federal lines,
and shot and wounded and imprisoned
for making theattempt, as was well and
vividly described by Mr. Lawrence,
one of them, in bis interesting book.

Shirt sleeve diplomacy is bound to

get this country into trouble, sooner or

later. The present intention of the
government is to go to war with Spain
at once if she shall not relinquish all
authority over Cuba by next Monday
or declare her intention of doing so by
that time. And this, too, though, by
the highest law ol SpaiD. the only au¬

thority there is by which such relin-
quishment could be effected lies in the
Congress of that country, which is not
in seaeion,and will not be for a month; so

that.even were the Spanish ministry dis¬
posed to surrender to a foreign country-
territory held by Spain for over four
hundred years, it couldn't do so.

Let us put ourselves in the place of
Spain. Suppo36 New Mexico, tired ol
being ruled as a territory when she is
clearly entitled to become a Slate,
should rebel, and Mexico should de¬
mand that we give her independence:
what would be our answei? It would
be bad for Mexico. Now what is the dif¬
ference between the two cases? Simply
that we are strong and Spain and Mex¬
ico are weak, or, in other words, that
might makes right. Is the land of

Washington to be the supporter of such
a principle'?
Mr. Russell, now Lord Russell,

bettor known to elderly people as Bull
Rull Russell, because he was a conspic¬
uous character in that famous flight, is

now, thirty-seven years afterwards,
publishing his recollections of the war

between the States in the North Amer¬
ican Review. The reliability of his so-
called recollections may be judged by
the fact that ho says the Yankee words
."guess" and "tarnation" were iu com¬
mon use among the people with whom
he conversed in the South.

When the sundry civil bill was un¬
der consideration iu the Senate last
Thursday, an amendment for the im
provement of the harbor at Mobile was

ruled out on a point of ordor raised by
a Northern' republican member, but
amendments for the improvement of
.harbors in Ohio and Delaware were

permitted. This has become a govern
oaant of, by t»ad for the North, and
every thing is right provided the heart
oftiieaian who does it "beats warm

fox hi^eftuntry's cause."

The liberty of the people of this

country was sadly infringed by the re¬

sult of the successful war the North
made upon tho South. The danger of
a successful war is infinitely greater to

a republican, than to a monarchical
form ol government, as hero worship is

natural, and, if unrestricted, may be

produced to any extent, and its object,
unless be shall subordinate bis own, to

his country's interests, will be a very
dangerous man.

FROM WASHINGTON.
[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.]

Washington, April s.
It is learned at one of the foreign em¬

bassies that the Spanish government to¬
day has under very earnest considera¬
tion the issuance of a proclamation de¬
claring an armistice in Cuba. This de¬
cree has not yet been signed so far as is
known here, nor does the information
indicate that a final determination that
it shall issue has been reached as yet.
The measure, however, is being strong¬
ly pressed upon the consideration of
Spain by some of the continental Eu¬
ropean powers, which have acquainted
their embassies with the fact. It is the
hope of the powers urging this move

that by meanä of this concession war

might be averted, although it is realized
that the United States may not regard
the concession as adequate to meet the
case. The Spanish government, it is
said, holds to the position that it will
yield everything to avert war save two
things.independence of Cuba and
American intervention. It insists that
if either of these latter moves are in¬
sisted upon by the United States as a

sine qua non and are carried into effect,
it will regard them as overt acts and as

placing the United States in the atti¬
tude of taking the first and aggressive
step toward war.
Senator Burrows, who was at} the

White House this moruing,says if a com¬
plete armistice is actually proclaimed,
to cover a period of, say thirty, sixty or

ninety days, contemplating the cessa¬
tion of hostilities, it might present a

new and important phase of the situ¬
ation confronting the country. For it
would mean a recognition of the bel¬
ligerency of the Cubans, an official ad¬
mission of the existence of war, and it
is to be borne in mind that the object
of our intervention is the procuring of
peace. Now are we justified in going
into a war under the circumstances
when one of the parties oilers to lay
down its arms, and, a9 to the bona fide
intention of riuch a decree, are we to
question the good faith of a country
und ask if it means what it says? If
might have a material bearing in the
present crisis, and it might not.

Inquiry in administration official cir¬
cles shows that the situation still re¬
mains unchanged. Nothing has been
received recently from United States
Minister Woodford on the sub¬
ject of a proposed armistice or indeed
upon any subject. Even an armistice
proclaimed by Spaiu there is authority
for the statement that it would not

change the purpose of the adminis¬
tration to force matters to an immedi¬
ate issue. An armistice at this time, it
is said, would not result in the post¬
ponement of contemplated action even
tor a day. Senators and Representa
tives who called on the President this
morning stated that there was no
reasonable expectation that hostilities
could be avoided, and that their -busi-
nes at the White House related entire¬
ly to the contemplated action of Con-
gaess on reciept of the President's mes¬

sage next Monday. The indications, it
is said, now are that the resolution
authorizing the President to intervene
in Cuba will not embody any declara¬
tion recognizing the independence of
the Island, but if such action is desired
by a majority in each house it will be
made the subject oi a separate resolu-
tioo to be introduced later. This con¬
clusion had been arrived at, it is said,
in deference to the wishes of the Presi¬
dent.
The officials of the State Department

are awaiting with much interest to-day
dispatches from Consul-General Lse, at
Havana, which will teil of his safe de¬
parture from that ci'.y for United StateB
soil. Secretary Long promptly put a

quietom on the rumor thatanotherBbip
had been blown up in Havana harbor.
He said in response to the interrogatory
of an Associated Press representative
that he was very glad to report that the
rumor was incorrect. Subsequently,
after investigation by telegraph, Assist¬
ant Secretary Roosevelt said' that the
rumor was a mere foolish invention.
According to the latest reports received
at the Navy Department there are now
two vessels at Havana, the tug Fern and
the coast survey steamer Bache, botb of
which will be> used probably to convey
any Americans from Havana to the
Doited States who cannot be accommo¬
dated on the regular steamers. The ex¬

pectation is toat tbey will leave
Havana tc-day or to morrow at
the very latest. The United States
will then be without any naval
representations in the waters of Cuba.
There was a story alloat during the day
to the effect that the President has de¬
cided to designate Lieut. Gen. John M.
Schofield, retired, as an adviser to the
Executive, the Secretary of War and
the Commacding General of the Army
in the event of hostilities. Gen. Scho-
fitld has been very actively engaged of
late in organizing aj national volunteer
reserve to be ready for duty at the call
of the President. In connection with
this matter he ha^. had consultations
with the President and the Secretary of
War, the latter of whom has given his
hearty endorsement to the scheme.
There is an act of Congress which
prohibits the designation by the Presi¬
dent any retired officer to active duty,
but Gen. Scuofield could serve volun¬
tarily if he desired.
There no longer appears to be doubt

that the foreign relations committee of
the Senate will change its verdict on
the method of recognizing Cuban inde¬
pendence, so as not to include the pre¬
sent government of the insurgents and
to make the declaration one for inter¬
vention only if the President represents
the necessity for thus limiting the ac¬

tion of tbe country. The movement to
secure general compliance with tbe
President's wishes in this respect has
gained.rapidly until it includes appar¬
ently most of the older Senators and it
is claimed that the committee on for¬
eign relations will yield to the rep¬
resentations of these Senators. Tbe
members of ths committee who are
now expected to support the President
are ilessrs. Ery, Cullom, Lodge, Clark,
Gray and Daniel and some claim that
Chairman Davis will take this position.
There were reports ksro to-day that

the Queen Regent would sign a decree
declaring an armistice in Cuba and that
this would be followed by Cuban inde¬
pendence later, but in no official quar¬
ters here, so far as diligent inquiry
could ]e irn, had any confirmatory infor¬
mation been received.

Senator Jones, chairman of the dem¬
ocratic national committee, ha= sub¬
mitted the correspondence and other
papers bearing upon the eOort to secure
the removal of Mr. W. F. Harrity, of
Pennsylvania, from tbe position of:
member of the democratic national
committee from that Slate to the otber
members with a view to securing their
votes upon the question. The move¬
ment is tbe result of the action of the
democratic convention of the State of
Pennsylvania and of the executive com¬
mittee of the democratic committee of
that State in which Mr. Harrity's re¬
moval was urged on the ground that he
is not in harmony with the democratic
party in respect of the Chicago plat¬
form and Mr. Guffey was recommended
as his successor. The information re¬

garding this aclion was forv-arded to
Senator Jones, by State Chairman Gar-
man, and Mr. Jones was requested to
take the matter up. The latter forwarded
Mr. GarmanV letter to Mr. Harrity and
he received from bim a reply in which
he asser.s that the charges upon which
his removal is sought are unfounded
and defends his record as a democrat.
An order amending that of March 20,

1SV5, establishing the limits of punish¬
ment for enlisted men of the army who
may be convicted of offenses contrary to
good order and prejudicial to the inter¬
ests of the military branch of the govern¬
ment is published to-day. A numbtr
ofchanges are made iu the original or¬
der among which are those sections re¬

lating to desertion and the persuading
of soldiers to desert. The order pro¬
vides that the punishment for the form¬
er offense when joined in by two or
more soldiers in the execution of a con¬
spiracy, or for desertion in the presence
of an outbreak of India os or of an un¬
lawful assemblage which the troops
may be opposing, shall not exceed dis¬
honorable discharge, forfeiture of all
pay and allowances, and confinement
at hard labor for five years. For per¬
suading soldiers to desert the punish¬
ment is forfeiture of all pay and al¬
lowances and one year's confinement
at hard labor. For disobedience
of orders tbe punishment is six moqths'
confinement at hard labor and forfeit¬
ure of S10 per month for the same
period.

Permission has been given by the
State Department to the United
States consuls in Spain to leave that
country if they so desire pending the
threatened severance of all diplomatic
relations betwean Spain and this coun¬
try. They have not been ordered to
leave, a3 such a step is not resorted to
except in the case of a rupture between
the two nations, but they are permitted
to exercise their own discretion in the
matter. So far as the officials here
have been advised none of the consuls
has left his post in the peninsula.
The members of the steering commit¬

tee say that the more they consider dif¬
ferences between intervention alone
and intervention with recognition, the
more they are convinced that it is a
technical rather than a substantial dif¬
ference. They lind, however, said one
of thun to day, that the question of
Cuba's liability for the Spanish bonds
lawfully made a lien on toe Cuban
revenue seems an open question and
that the situation presents undoubted
and vexing complications and impossi¬
bilities Mr. Bailey, the democratic
leader of the House, takes the position
that neither the United States nor
Cuba could possibly be held liable for
the Spanish bonds for which Cuba's
revenues were pledged as security.
"The security disappears," said he,
"but the obligation of Spain remains.
A people cannot be mortgaged." It is
quite likely that if the republicans
should fiually decide upon a simple in¬
tervention resolution, that the demo
crats would antagonize it with an in¬
dependence resolution.
Congressman Bailey when asked to¬

day if he thought war was unavoidable,
said if he had made the speech Mr.
Grosvenor made last Tnursday he
would certainly think so, but that as
he had not made it, and only knew
what every body else knows, he wes
still in doubt.
The Spanish imbroglio has knocked

the lobbyists' business here cold, except
that relating to army and navy con¬
tracts. One of them at tbe Capitol to¬
day said ; "Why, you can't get a mem¬
ber of either house to talk to you now
on any subject except war or women,''
The Spanish Minister himself stated

to-day that he had at no time attached
any importance to the petty annoyances
directed against the legation property
and officials. It has been attributed tu
ignorant vandalism. It can be stated
that Sr. Polo in this matter has sought
to lessen tbe friction between the two
governments, rather than to increase
it. Some of the annoyances of late
have been of an aggravating character,
even though petty, and were repeated
again last night. Had he been dis¬
posed to do so the minister might have
made these indignities cause for com¬
plaint, and an indignity to tbe German-
coat-of-arm3 in fact was the final cause
of the rupture over the Caroline Islands.
But Minister Polo has preferred to
minimize these annoyances and to as¬
sure his government by cable that he
was receiving every proper considera¬
tion here.
Secretary Sherman at 2:45 o'clock

this afternoon had not received word
from Consul General Lee that he had
left Havana. The Secretary stated,
however, that he expected to hear at
any time that the Consul General had
taken his departure in pursuance of
orders.

It is said at the Slate Department that
United States Minister Woodford at
Madrid has not been actually recalled,
but has been given full discretion
to govern his movements by the
progress of events at the Spanish
capital. He has informed the de¬
partment of his purpose of remain¬
ing at his post of duty so long as there
is any possibility of rendering any B3tv-
ice to his government, and consequent¬
ly unless the conditions at Mudiid
change, it is more than probable he
will remain there up to the
time of the beginning of hos¬
tilities between the two countries, if
euch a condition remits from the pres¬
ent crisis.
As stated in this correspondence of ye3'er-day's date, Congressman Walker's elections

committee up to one o'clock had failod to
agree upon a report in favor of turning Mr.
Swanson of Virginia out of his seat, nor did
they succeed in doing so after i hat time. ( n
a test vote one republican, Mr. Boutello of
Chicago, voted with the democrats in favor of
Mr. Swanson. making the vote stand four for
Swanson to three for Brown, the republican
contestant, but hoping that the two absent re¬
publican members could be whipped into the
?races by next Wednesday, Mr Walker had tho
meeting of tho committee adjourned until
that day.
The irTesident today approved the act of

Congress a; propriating $330,151 for tho
heirs of John Boe.ch, doceasei, for labor and
mtiterid, dockage, etc., for U. S gunboats:
also the act incorporating the National Flor¬
ence Crittenton Mission ; also the joint reso-
lution granting permission for the election of
a monument iu Washingtou city in honor of
the late Albert Pike, 1

Why Should Wo Fight Spain ?.Ini-
portaace of Cuban Inquiry and
uispassionate Decision.

To the Editor of the Alexandria Gazette:
The Gazette in recent weeks has so

ably and fully demonstrated the &b
sence of any just cause for war with
Spain that I feel diffidence in under¬
taking further discussion of the grounds
assigned by its advocates for making
it, but some thoughts further may with
advantage be recorded,
On "Wednasday the Washington

Evening Star, referriog, with ill con¬
cealed regret, to the improved prospect
that day for peace, uses the following
language:

"If peace for warriDg Cuba, relief for
starving Cuba, freedom for enslaved
Cuba, and full reparation for the de¬
struction of the Maine can be secured
without war, it is well."
That is to say, according to the jingo

programme, "peace for warring Cuba"
is to be gained by more war; "relief for
starving Cuba" is to come by measures
which would cut off all supplies from
the famished reconcentradoes; "free¬
dom for enslaved Cuba" is to be found in
the anarchy and bloodshed which would
inevitably follow its independence; and
"full reparation for tbe destruction of
the Maine," readily attainable now

through diplomacy, is to be secured by
an expenditure of blood and treasure
compared to which that involve I in
her loss is a trifle.

Close inquiry as to what we are to
fight for before the die ia cast which
determines for peace or war is not only
rea°onable but indispensable.

What has Spain done to us that we
should force her into war.' For no
sane man can deny that armed inter¬
vention between her and her Cuban
subjects, and, still more, the proposal
to rob her of her most valuable colonial
possession leave that country no alter¬
native but to fight.
The commercial interests of the

irhited States, we are told, not only
justify but oblige us to put a stop to the
war in Cuba, or rather to do the fight¬
ing there ourselves. That those in¬
terests nave been seriously impaired is
indisputable, but no law of nations any
more than common sense permits us

forcibly to remove the cause. Tbe loss
of southern cotton in 1861-'65 was a far
more serious thing to Great Britain,
and the South vigorously argued that
she should, and earnestly hoped that
she would, on that account interfere in
her behalf, but she did not.
Another ground for fighting Spain is

the alleged inhuman treatment of the
insurgents by her army. But Weyler
and his cruelties have passed away and
against Blanco, his successor, there is
no such charge. President McKiuley,
in his message last December, said ex¬

pressly, "The policy of cruel rapine
and extermination that so long shocked
the universal sentiment of humanity (in
Cubi) has been reversed." Are we to
go to war in 1S9S to punish Spain for
inhumanity in 1897? If so, we might as

well make tbe case stronger and include
the enormities of Philip II in the Nether¬
lands in our indictment.

But, it is said, the reconcentradoes, as
a consequence of Weyler's savagery,
are starving and we must fight so «B to
relieve them, but fighting Spain is con¬
fessedly the most effective way to kill
off, or rather to let die, the rest of these
unhappy people. As ex-Senator Ed-1
munds has happily said, "Everybody
ought to see that if we went to
war on the score of the ill treat¬
ment of the reconcentradoes, the effect
would be to deprive them of the assist¬
ance that we are now giving them with
the consent of Spain, und would be fol¬
lowed by the great majority of them
starving to deatb: for no sane man can

suppose that we can get into possession
of Cuba in time to extend relief to
them."
Neither the interests of the I'nited

States then nor friendship for Cuba de¬
mands or permits our forcing Spain inio
war. In such a contest we would prob¬
ably get tbe best of it, but not without
a loss of life and property and injury to
material interests otherwise fearful to
contemplate. To what extent we
should escape invasion, or at least de¬
vastation here and there, on our ex¬
tended sea coast it is difficult to conjec¬
ture, but we are hardly invulnerable
at every point. Perhaps Virginia, per¬
haps the New England or Jersey coast,
perhaps the Carolinas or Louisiana
might come in l'jr tbe Attentions of
Spanish cruisers. We could not expect
to have everything our own way, un¬

patriotic as it may be to suppose any¬
thing else. Our soldiers during tbe ap¬
proaching rainy season would die at a
fearful rate in Cuba, some of them of
course would be captured and languish
in Spanish prisons, and many probably
be slain in battle, but we must, the
jingoes tell us, look at these things
simply as the fate of war and cheerfully
endure them in view of the vast advan¬
tages to accrue from the conflict.

What are those advantages and what
is to be gained by such sacrifices.' Is the
independence of Cuba, followed by a

period of disorder and bloodshed, with
annexation later, worth Buch a price?
Do we really want Cuba as a part of
the United States or could we afford to
take her as euch, with or without wai?

L. M. B.
April 9, 1S9S.

THE PRESIDENT AND THE POPE.
Humors have been circulated that the

failure of the Pope's efforts was owing
to the attitude of the United States, the
nunciature at Madrid has issued tbe
following note:
"Tno nunciature lias to-day higher hop:3

than ever of tho success of papal intervention.
It is not trus that President McKinloy has
rr.juctcd tho Pope's intervention in favor of
pcaco. Such impoliteness wmld bo tho more
impolitic, not only becmso it would display a

barosrous intolerance, but because, howevrr
much any person might bo tho Pope's enemy,
it would bo impossiolo to misinterpret the
voice of tho vonerablo oi l man who recom¬
mends the preservation of peaco. On tho
o'.her hand, tho Catholics of North America
would never pardon such a disregard of the
viear»general of their church."
A dispatch from Madrid says:
"Thursday night, after a cabinet council in

which the important decision was arrived at
to accept tho advice of the Pope, a minister
who had been present said ho thought the
country was nearer peace than it had been
since the present trouble bagan. Early yes¬
terday morning Minister Woodford, who was

in a hope ul mood, such as has not been his
for some time, said to a friend that every¬
thing seemed to be going tho right way lor
peace. The people sefzo at tho idea that
peace may bo maintained by the usual efforts
of the Pope and tire powers.'
Oeanoe..The Orange Observer

says:
"Orango will soon be a great railroad town

if all tho rumors we hear are true. It is re¬
ported that the Southern will move its dis¬
patcher's office here from Charlottesvillo;
that this will be tho end of a freight divi¬
sion, an-' that No. 15 will spend its nights
here. It is also reported that a large reser¬
voir will be built near the turntable and
the pump-housa moved thereto and that a
fjal bin will bo erected.

TO-DAY'S TELEGRAPHIC NEWS
From Madrid.

Madrid, April 9..The Globo (lib¬
eral) this morning rejoices at the
"calmer judgment of yesterday's
press," highly commending the utter¬
ances of tbe Correspondencia, De Es-
pana and the Epoca, and adding:
"Neither America nor Spain can ignore
the collective action without daring the
Earopean powers. England's partici¬
pation necessitates Spain's watchful
eye on the developments. We have
not forgotten that the Times said, "In
order to treat with the insurgents the
Spaniards must pocket their pride."
Unless the powers tie tbe Americans'
hands against further aiding the in¬
surgents, their interference will be of
little benefit to America, Spain or

Europe."
The political situation is unchanged.

The opinions expressed by the newspa¬
pers are contradictory. Some of them
hold that war is inevitable, and others
hope for peace.
The Correspondencia De Espana

says the intervention of the powers bus
produced at Washington an effect fa-
vorable to Spain. It adds: "Spain can
accept the friendly counsel of the
powers to solve the question, where
she cannot recede in front of the
American demands."
A political society here with French

connections has drafted an address to
the government declaring that the Uni¬
ted States desires to "impair Spain's in¬
disputable sovereignty over Cuba and
Porto Rico," asserting that those islands
are the keys of the Gulf of Mexico,
and claiming that it must be Spain's
mission to retain them as a guarantee
for the maintenance of tbe commercial
interests of Europe, pointing out that
"to ask Spaiu to haul down her flag in Cuba
is tantamount to asking Europe to withdraw
from that part of the world " The members
of the society promise to make every sacri¬
fice in the interests of tho fatherland.

Foreign News.
Athens, April 9..King George,

speaking yesterday to several dele¬
gates from Aegium, Morea, asked the
people to "assist in liberating them¬
selves and freeing tbe country from
the tyranny of the parties." Tbe
King's words have caused a great sen¬
sation.
Prague, Bohemia, April 9..Tbere

have been severe earthquake shocks in
the vicinity of Libochowitz. At the
village of Klaflai seven bouses col¬
lapsed and thirty-eight families were
rendered homeless. The subterraneous
disturbances continue.
paris, April 9..It is officially an¬

nounced here that the visit of the am
bassadors at Washington to President.
McKinley was, primarily, in order to
give the Premdent the opportunity of
notifying Europe of the necessity for
the intervention of the United States in
Cuba."
Paris, April 9..It has boon decided that

t ie seeond trial of M. Emile Zola will besin
on May 23 in the Assizes Court of Versailles,
after tho elections, thus relieviug tho govern¬
ment of tbe embarrassment which would re¬
sult from tho affair becomius a political issue.

CA.ibo, Egypt, April 9.Tho British in the
deft at of the Dervishes yesterday at Atbara.
and the capture of Mabmoud. tho Dorvish
commander, and 4,000 of his followers, lo?t,
in addition to the officers killed, cabled yes
terday. ten killed and ninety wounded. Tho
Egyptians lort fifty-one men killed and h-id
fourteen officers and 319 men wounded.
The Dervishes lost about 2,000 men killed.

LoNnosr. April 9.The Marquis Exc-tor
died this morning as tho result of a bicycling
act i lent.

The Dyea Trail Disaster.
Skaoüay, Alaska, April 4, via Vic¬

toria, B. C, April 9..The horror on
the Dyea trail is growing in magnitude
hourly. As the work of rescue pro¬
ceeds it becomes apparent that many
more lives were lost than at first were

thought possible. It is now believed
that between seventy five and 100 men
and women were killed by the ava¬
lanche. Many bodies will never be re¬

covered, or until the summer sun melts
tie tons of snow and ice that now bury
taem from sight. Two or three thou¬
sand men are shoveling away the
debris in search of the dead and dying.
Twenty-two dead bodies have been re¬
covered and 25 have been taken out
alive. It i3 estimated that 10,000 tons
of outfits are buried under the snow
and ice. The exact location of the
slide is given at two and a half miles
above Sheep Camp aod 100 yards above
the Oregon Improvement Company's
power house. Here an immense gorge
rises at a very steep incline into the
hills and it was down this the avalanche
came. The slide covered the trail for
several hundred yards at a depth of 50
feet in many places. It has effectually
discontinued travel for the present and
it will be some time before it can be re¬
sumed.

From Havana.
Havana, April 9, 10 a. m..All is

quiet in Havana at this hour. U. 8.
Consul General Lee expects to call on

Captain General Blanco this morning in
order to say goodbye.
Walter B. Barker, the U. S. Consul at

Sagua la Grande, has arrived here,
Alexander Brice, the U. S. Consul at

Matansas, is supposed to have left that
place on a schooner.
The American newspaper corre¬

spondents, with Consul General Lee,
are ready to leave here on the Fern at <

about 5 o'clock this afternoon. <

Alexander Gollau, the British Consul
here, is ready to take charge of Ameri-
can interests so far as allowed. j
A diplomate here told a correspon¬

dent last night that he did not believe
there would be war between the United
States and Spain. 1
_- t

Entomred in Snow..Advices re- t
ceived at Seattle, Wash., last night
from Vancover, B. C, bring the story ]
of a terrible avalanche on the Dyea ,
trail. Seventy-five men who were *

working their ¦ way over the pass j
were caught by a great volume \
of snow that came down the mountain j
side. Tbirtyrone bodies have already j
been recovered. The trail is alive with ^
men and outfits of all kinds bound for j
the Klondike. The rush is almost as

great as it was last year.
The mountains are covered with a

*oow to the depth, in places, of forty or I
fifty feet, and slides have been of fre¬
quent occurrence, but this is the first
totality of such magnitude recorded. t

btjcklin's arnica salve p
The Best 8alve in the world for *

Dute,Bruises, Sores, Ulcers, Salt Rheum, \
fever Sores, Tetter, Chapped Hands,
Ub.ilblains, Corns and all Skin Erup- \
'ions, and positively cures Piles, or no c

jay required. It is guaranteed "to give 8

perfect satisfaction or money refunded. 0

Price 25 cents per box. For sale by c

Err«st L. Allen *

The farmer, the morhanic and the bicycle
rider are linble 10 unexpected cuts and
bruises. DeWitt's Witch Hazel Salvo is the b
best thing to keep on hand. It heals qnick'y. C
find is a well known euro for piies. Charles c

3, Leanon. t

Liaunch of the Rowan.
Seattle, Wash. April 9..The United

States lorptdo boat Bowan, the first war ves¬
sel buiit in the State of Washington, has been
successfully launched. It is expected to have
h?r ready for servico within two weeks time,
The Rowan is 170 long and 17 feet wide
Her draught is five feet six inches. She is a
twin screw and has two triple expansion en-

giner. Her contract speed is 2G knots per
hour.

Topeka and Somers Leave Port.
WeymoOTH, Eng. Ap'il 9.Tho U. S.

cruiser Tokeka foiiner y the Diogenes),
Lieutenant Knapp in command, and the U.
S. torptdo boat Somers, command by Ensign
Hizelton. sailed this morning for tbe United
Sta'es. Fifteen firemen for the Topeka were
obtained from the American line steamer St.
Paul at Southampton. All Ihe meu on board
iho St. Paul were eager to join the cruiser.

Foreign Steamer Purchased.
HoSG k0n0, April 9..Tho United States

officials b^ro havo purchased tho British
steamer Ziflro. She a of 1,062 tons gross
register, 214 feot long, has 31 feet 3 inches
beam and draws 21 feet 3 inches of water
The stornier was built at Aberdeen in 1884,
and was owned by tho China and Manila
Steamboat Company.

From Key West.
Key Weht, Fla.. April 9..The expected

arrival of Consul Giiieral Lee anl the Amer -

cans from Havana is much discussed, though
it is not known at what hour they wdl ar¬
rive. Piobab y it will bo late this afternoon
or to-night. It is thought that Consul Oen-
eril Lee will leave for Washington forth¬
with.

VIRGINIA NEWS.
*R>v. Baker P. Lee, rector of Johns

Memorial Chutch, Farmville, has ac-
ceoted a call to a church at Columbia,
8. 0.
The electric searchlight being erect¬

ed at Fortress Monroe has a beam light
nine feet in diameter, and will illumi¬
nate an object one hundred miles off.
Mr. E. Donaldson ha3 been appoint¬

ed division superintendent of the Pull¬
man Palace Car Company, with head¬
quarters in Richmond, to succeed the
late Ii. C. Edwards, whose sudden
death occurred recently. e

The monument to the Confederate
soldiers, who fell in the battle at New
Market, will soon be in position in St.
Mathew'rt graveyard, in that place. It
is to be unveiled in May with appro¬
priate and? interesting ceremonies.
Emmett Marshall, who shot and kill¬

ed hi3 brother's wife in Appomattox a
few days ago, was indicted for murder
yesterday and will be tried on the first
day of the next term of Appomattox
court. He is now in the Lynchburg jail.
What is supposed to be part of the

gang of postotfice robbers who have
been operative in Virginia and North
Carolina lor the past three years were
caught at Waynesboro yesterday, when
two strangers were arrested on suspi¬
cion.
Mr. George Williams, a native of

Bombay, India, who in early life was a

prominent London architect, died on
Thursday evening at "Rock Hill," near
Casanova station, Fauquier county, in
the eiehty-fourth year of his age. Sev¬
eral children survive him.
Gen. Thomas A. Brander, command¬

er of the Virginia Division of United
Confederate Veterans, has written A.
P. Hill Camp, at Petersburg, allowing
that camp the privilege of naming tbe
sponsor from this State to the Confed¬
erate reunion at Atlanta in July next.

Rev. William M. Dame, D. D., rector
of Memoria! Episcopal Church, of Bal
timore, has been selected and has
agreed to deliver the sermon at St.
Paul's Episcopal Church, Richmond,
on Sunday, Aptil 17, when the Jeffer¬
son Davis memorial window will be
uov»-iled.

Gabriel Vaughn and William Horton,
convicted of burglary at the last term
of the Warren County Court, and sen¬
tenced to the Front Royal jail, escaped
Tnursday night by greasing their naked
bodies and crawling through a small
opening at the bottom of the cell door
and are still at large.
The will of the late Mrs. Mary Mann

Meade was admitted to probate
in Berryville this week. The
decedent devises her estate, consisting
of the "Prospect Hill" farm in Clarke
county, and other valuable property, to
her (laughter. Miss Thomasia Meade
an! her son, F. Key Meade.
Senator Daniel, who is in Lynchburg,

when asked yesterday concernirgSpac-
ish allairs said "I have carefully stud¬
ied the situation and I believe we are
close to war. I have seen nothing to
censure in the President's conduct. So
far as I know tbe President is right.
Of course many things have come to his
knowledge that are not understood by
the public. I think the President has
been right."
Mr. E D. Roat, or Winchester, has

purchased tbe Stribling Springs prop¬
erty, in Augusta county, from Major
H. M. Bell, of Staunton, for a company
of which he is president. A stock com- I
pany was formed some time ago for the !
purchase of this valuable property, 1

with a view to establishing a perma- (

uent colony of G. A. R. veterans, eimi- 1

lar to that at Fitzgerald, Ga. The
'

price paid was $100,000.
THE Panama Canal..After nearly j

i month's work inspecting the Panama '
:anal, the international commission sail I
ed yesterday for Europe, via New York, £

yn the steamship Alliance. On the re- f
port of the cc m mission depends largely 1

the future of the Panama canal project. {rhere is good reason to believe that it j
tvas favorably impressed with what its f
members saw. Tbe present economi¬
cal system, in contrast to the reckless o

>xtravnf>:ince of previous administra- 6

Ions, attracted attention. u

At Cumberland, Md., yesterday, W.
E. Sands, a tailor, shot his wife twice ¦

vbile she was standing in the door of J
»wift's beef hon^e talking to Mrs. {|
Hoses Erskine. The wounds are pain- c
ul, but not fatal. The man and woman tj
lave bad frequent disagreements and 9

lad separated and Sands about two |veeks since attempted suicide. They aormerly lived in Berryville, Va. d
g

Advices received from Manila say the in- tl
urgents are in possession of Cebu, one of tho it
Philippine islands. j f,

C
I desire to attest to tbe merits of

chamberlain's Cough Remedy as one
if tbe most valuable and efficient, pre-
larations on the market. ; Jbroke an
xceedingly dangerous cough for me in

!4 hours, and io gratitude therefor, I
lesire to inform you that I will never d
>e without it and you should feel proud tl
if the esteem in which your Remedies \
re held by peopie in general. It is tbe !*
me remedy among ten thousand, sue-
ess to it..O. R Downey, Editor ^Democrat, Albion. Ind. For sale by £
H. Januey, Druggist, 701 King street. J

-.- tt
Thousands of suffer* rs from grippg huve
:en restored to health by One Mi' ute Cough
'ure. It quickly cures coughs, coids. bron-
hitis, pneumonia, grippe, h.sthna and all
broat and lung diseases. Charles 0. Lennou.

TELEGRAPHIC BREVITIES.
The Spanish steamer Barcelona

ed frum New Orleans to-day for Genuavia Havana, having on board 600 mules'25 horses, cattle, poultry and othei
plie3 for the Spanish goveromen-
Cuba.
This morning naar McGhee StalMonroe county, Tenn, John M

and his son Joe shot and killed
and Ernest Howard and Janit- v
racd and mortally wounded Tom Hard. Tho Howards were brothers
sons-in-law of McGhee The killing was theresult of a family feud. Tho McHhi
prominent peoploand highly connei
The E. I. Dupont Da Nemours Con.

Wilmington, Del., it is understood,
ceived from the United States Rovenil
contract for furnishing $l,öOO,0(ju v.
of powder, and the mills are beirg ros
tarn out the material as rapidly as

The remains of Miss Fran is F.
were cremated to day at Gtacciai d cei
Chicago. The ashes were taken to E
cemetery, where services will b-
morrow. The aslus will then be int
the Willard family lot at Eose Hill.
The charter of the steamer Adula, n

wa3 engaged to take Aintricao citizens
Earacoa, Manzauillo and other places in
was cancelled to-day under instruct 01
the State Department at Washington.
The British steamship Virginia bs

placed at the disposal of the Am« ri< u
at San Juan, Porto Bico, and other Am
to take tbem to St. Thomas, 1 anis
Indies.
Lieutenant W. C. Miller, of tbe V B.

and Miss Elizabeth MtCalu. daughter of
Commander MeCalla, of tho U. S. S. M
head, were married at Fort Monroe
Three miles of submarine cables have

ordered to conne<t submarine mines
Fort De'a ware, Foil Mott and the D
shore batieiy.

SPANISH AFFAIRS.
Dispatches from Madrid state tl

both the United States and Spain are

standing firm in the positionsth-
taken and that no new negotiat;
the disputed points are in prospi
the same time there are signs tba
may be averted at the last m
Premier Sagasta, it is said, was
to take a position temiinu in the
tion of war because the mini-
war and marine threatened to resign
unless he followed that course. Tl
country could not spare the servici
these two important officers at pr<
The dispatches from Madtid, afte
ing the press censor, are distrusted in
diplomatic circles in London, wher<-1 be
belief prevails that a Spanish Ca
crisis, and probably a revolution, isii
inent. A member of the Spanish Cab¬
inet says that the government wou
weaken itself by concessions antac
tic to public sentiment.
A dispatch from Washington received

at Madrid late yesterday afternoon
states that no negotiations will
dertaken by the American governmei.t
except through Minister Wood.' r:
who is instructed to negotiate only on
the basis of a demand for the imo
ate cessation of hostilities in Cul
the furnishing of aid to tho reconcen-
tradoes. Premier Sagasta says
Spanish government has no intent
of opening new negotiations.
U. S. Minister Woodfonl scut u mi

sage to Washington that the publica¬
tion of his statement had done good,
but the end was still very doubtful.
The Spauieh minister at Washing ti;.

has received no instructions from Ma
rid in regard to his withdrawal (rot
Washington. In tbe event of this w
drawal, the archives of the Spanish u
bassy will be intrusted to the c
the French ambassador. The Span ih
minister denied a report that In¬
take passage on the Italian schon:
Amerigo Vespucci, which has just an¬
chored below Washington.

After the cabinet meeting in Wasl
ington yesterday it was state
President McKinley's message would
be sent to Congress on Monday v
alteration. Members of tin-
expressed the opinion that war was ap¬
parently unavoidable and tbal
ties would soon begin. Co: servative
Senators claim that they haw receh tl
assurances from a majority of the Sec
ate committee on foreign relations
they will oppose recognition of the
Cubans A large number of r<
can members of the House are in fa
of both intervention aud recou
but they say they will not break n
the President except as a last rest
The New York Herald's Wa

ton correspondent says : Spain bas
dicated her desire not to engage in
war with the United States by Bgret
ing, it is understood, to the am
suggested by the Pope and advocated
by France, Italy and Austria.
A dispatch from London says : Tin

is a well founded report prevalenl
that strong representations bav<
iddressed through the ambaesad«
;he powers to Madrid exhoiiiia-
he Spanish government to meet
he American demands in a

:iliatory spirit. This action 'ol
;he powers, it is believed, must
;reatly strengthen the hands of the
tific section of the Cabinet, and, even
t fails in its object, may precipitate u
irisis, and a crisis in the present bI
if acute tension in Madrid might ea
ead to a revolution.
The formidable 8panish squadronvhich has been mobilized at Cadiz it ft

hat port yesterday for tbe Canuiy
slands. This is regarded as an im¬
portant element in Spain's plan
perations, The Spani.-h torpedo i! :-
ilia at the Cape Verde Islands is mak-
og hurried preparations for sea.
P. C. Hanns, American consul at San Juat

'oi to Bico, has been ordered to leave tbe
ind, an outbreak against foreigners boil
jarcd there.
A dispatch from Havana dated yestordx
vening sajs the Cubans are gathcriou
derablo numbers around ntivaria and threat-
n to make a dash on tho city at any moment.

.3100 Reward. .S1<>(>.
Tho readers of this piper will be plea
>arn that there is at least ono dreaded disease
.i.it science haa beon able to euro in all
s stages and that is Catarrh. Hall's Catarrh
ure is tho only positivo cure now known to
in medical fraternity. Catarrh being a con-
itutional disease, requires a constitutional
eatroent. Hall's Catarrh Cfi'ie in taken m-
srnally, acting directly upon tho blood
id mucous surfaces of tbo system, thereby
iStiOyiug the foundation of the diaeaio, and
iving the p»ticnt strength by building up
ie constitution and assisting nature iu doipg
s work. Tbe proprietors havo so mncb
ith in its curative powers, that they offer
collundrei Dollars for any case that it
ila to cure. Send for list of testimonials.,
d dress,

F. J. CHENEY & CO, Toledo, 0.
Sold by druggists 75c.
Hall's Family Pills are tho best.

It is a great leap Oom the old fashioned
):63 of blue-mass and nauseous physics to
le pleasant little pills known as be Witt's
ittle Early Elsers. They cure constipation,
ck headache and billionsness. Charles
. Lonncc

JlTOCKHOL DEES' MEETING..Tbe au-
5 nual meeting of the stockholders of tho
sNNEY CAB lOUPLING OOMf NY is
be held at the efficeofthe mmpanv. No i.
.Gand218 Ki g street, Alexandra. Va
i WEDNE:DaY, April 27th, 1698, at 12
clock m.

E. H. JANNEY. President.
E. KEMPEE, Sicretarv. a, 9 t<!


